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Director’s Notes

When thinking of Tom Sawyer, the images that come to mind are those of
boyhood, summertime fun and innocent mischief. But the brilliance of Mark
Twain created a story in which boyhood and manhood merge in the title
character’s life experiences. Tom is a carefree, heedless, and adventure loving
youth in Twain’s “hymn to boyhood.” But even as Tom’s imagination runs wild
and he is bored with his common lot in life, he slowly comes to realize that with
adventure come some hard realities, and that being a hero isn't always as
glamorous as it seems. Tom grows from a boy to a man when he puts aside his
habitually lying ways to stand up in court and tell the truth to save Muff
Potter’s life. Tom becomes even more of a man when he discovers that some
of the greatest adventures can, and do happen closest to home, and are not as
fun as they seem in his bocks. The story of Tom Sawvyer is one we should all
learn from: live a youthful and joyful life, but don’t be afraid to stand up for
what is right when the time comes, and don’t get so busy searching for
adventure elsewhere that you miss out on the beauty and the gift of the life
you are currently living.




